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In the early middle ages there was no single, codified corpus of canon law. The components of
canon law — the individual “canons” (specific rules) — were gathered and compiled in
“collections” which varied in their size, content, organization, and intent. As each manuscript was
compiled or copied from another, the components mutated. In such a changing environment of
manuscript witnesses, the problem is which of the various mutations should be privileged and
represented on the printed page. By presenting three prominent collections used in the early
middle ages (the Collectio Dacheriana, the Collectio Hispana, and the Collectio Dionysiana) in a

| manipulable collation, the CCL allows users to enter the dynamic world of Carolingian jurists.
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Stage 2: Printed Edition

In the early modern period, editors compiled and published editions of the
canon collections, but these editions have limitations. They privilege one set of
readings in a text over all others (one canon may be quite different from
manuscript to manuscript and from collection to collection).
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Stage 3: Collation
We take canon readings from each of the three collections
(Collectio Dacheriana, Collectio Hispana, and Collectio
Dionysiana) and collate them, noting each variant reading. The
three-column format helps us see at a glance how the canon
readings differ from one collection to the next.
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i Dacheriona Book 11 Canca XXX, collated with Mispars

Stage 4: Computer-readable encoding

Once we have collated canon readings from each collection, we convert
the collation into computer-readable code using the standard developed
by the Text Encoding Initiative (TEI). This encoding enables us to note
each variant, and in which collection the variant reading is represented.

anda <app>
rdg WCH cum essentinnumera, a decessonbus mes provincralis
delegata
cognibo. Conventus etiam dicitur evitasse et<irdg>
Lol e 8 <rdg #¥Diony">cum essent innumera, a decessonbus meis p
= s estdelegata
cognitio. Conventus etiam dicitur evtasse et </rig>
</app> adesse minime <app>
<lem n>
=rdg
<rdg
=fapp= Etnullus dubitat quod ita judicium nocens sublerfugit, quemadmadurm
ut absolvatur

sutis agendum=
<rdg #Diony™>wersulis agendum
<fapp> credunt esse consiliis, nungQuam innocentias nomen accipiet <ip>
<p>Confitetur enim de

Stage 5: CCL Online: Variant Readings

In the final online view (see the figure below), the text is et e s
displayed so that the user can perceive the points of difference <rdg H>tamen aliquandos/idg>

and similitude between the three collated collections. The CCL .Z:Zﬁy.,.e _uu i ::;?:::.iia: ‘::d::f“a,,,,

differs from traditional printed editions that privilege one set of :j; e L LI

readings in a text over all others. Instead, users can explore -

the universe of possible readings known to Carolingian jurists.
Rather than having to compile mentally the variant readings
recorded in an apparatus, users can view the different forms of

each canon at will through simple mouse-clicks.

Visualizing organizational variation among the Canon Law collections:
The Plectogram*

In addition to supplying the variant readings of the different collections, the
CCL supplies a tool for understanding the different orders in which each
collection places the canons. Plectograms allow scholars to map the changes
in the order of the canons so that they can better understand the issues of
intertextuality and the relationships different compilers saw among the
canons. David Birnbaum has developed software to build plectograms that
visually collate different organizational structures of complex texts.

Mockup of plectogram view
DRO72.xml DRO71.xml DRE21.xml
Mock-up of CTL prototype view . C
L!ber l C 1 D018 1 026D 1 026D
Home Previous Next Search  Liberll Show Callectio Hispana readings 2 0016 \ 2 0262 2 0262
Canon  Cancn Liber 111 Show,Gollectio Biunysiaa feadifipd L 3 0258 \ 3 o018 30018
4 0017 4 0016 4 0016
Canon Cap. XXX, Liber I Annotations Cap. XXX, Liber II
5 D267 5 0017 5 0017
De contemptu judicii Source: This letter, 1K 349 (Va\e_ntmae nos clerici), was § DI6E & 0258 6 0258
written by Pope Boniface in 419 in response to
Ex Epistola Papae Bonifacii complaints that bishop Maximus, although accused, was 7 D26F 7 0038 7 0036
evading judgment by not attending the council more... 8 [026C g8 0267 8 0267
Probat vera esse illa quae adversum se dicta sunt, cul ad
ea confutanda adesse minime vult, Et nullus dubitat Textual Notes: The syntax of the Collectio Dacheriana o 0268 9 0J6E 9 026E
quod ita judicium nocens subterfugit, quemadmodum ut excerpt from this letter is compromised at several points 10 D198 10 026F 10 026F
absolvatur qui est innocens quaerit, Sed astute cavillatio by the compiler’s technique of copying and more. .. = —
eorum qui versutias argyendum credunt esse consiliis, 110268 11_025E 11 _025E
nungquam innocentiae n{;ﬂ:an_amuia'_muﬁ_mmr_m Bibliography: A, Steinwenter, “Der antike kirchliche 12 0265 12 0268 12 026A
de omnibus quisquis se {CH: versutis agendum; Diany: versutis EDE”dU;l Rechtsgang” Zeitschrift der Savigny-Stiftung fiir
dilationibus putat: veniet tamen aliquandao ille, qui talis Rechtzgeschichte, kan, Abt, 1934 pp, 65-75; 13 0266 13 0265 13 0268
per_hihetL';r, mf m_ed\um; nec p_mder\t illi toties latuisse, et more... 14 0262 14 0266 14 025A
toties subterfugisse, quem sui actus et commissa &
quocumgue fugerit ea quae ohjiciuntur illi, si vera sunt, Translation Gap. XXX, Liber 1T 15 o7 15 0263 15 0265
crimina persequuntur, [...] ut si adesse voluerit, 16 D2DE 16 0271 16 0266
praesens, si confidit, ad objecta respondeat; si adesse Chapter 30 = =
neglexerit, dilationem sententize de absentia non Cnngemmg Contempt of Court TE 02054 1 17 10263
lucretur. Mam manifestum est confiteri eum de crimine, From the Letter of Pope Baniface 18 D012 18 026A 18 0271
qui indulto et toties delegate judicio, purgandi se 19 075E 19 026C 19 025C
oceasione non utitur: nifil enim interest utrurm in He proves those things to be true which are said against - = - = \\ -
praesenti examine amnia quae dicta sunt comprobentur, him wha least wishes to be present in arder to refute 20 0102 20 0012 20 0012
cum ipsa quoque pra confessione procurata toties those things. 4nd no-one doubts that thus someane 21 DOFB 21 04D 21 0243
constet [..] absentia, culpable mare. .
22 D282 22 00EB 22 026C
23 0243 23 0264
Canon Cap. XXXI, Liber 1T 24 0030 24 D2?D
Annotations Gap XXX1I, Liber i1 25 e 2 X040
Ut inter discordes episcopos comprovinciales antistites 26 QOFB 26 0102
audient: quod si damnatus appellaverit ad Romanum tati ti s d = -
pontificem, id [text continues as one scrolls down] < [ENRotationS-Eontinge Asbhiecroflsitinwn] 27 0OFC 27 00FB
28 0D19F 28 0011
20 0264 29 00F8
30 0291
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